Floats, Ropes & Towing Boats - Part 3

A Personal Perspective on Towing Sea Kayaks
Richard Alexander

This final instalment in my three-part series of articles on towing
reviews several brands and styles of tow systems and attempts to
make some sense of the various benefits and drawbacks inherent in
each product. 11 is by no means a complete review of all tow
systems available, but simply my own personal observations and
experience with these various products.

BODY-MOUNTED TOW SYSTEMS

A note about all body mounted systems: While some belts stay
high on the paddler's chest, some have to be wormn around the waist,
Low riding PFDY's tend to make the fit of the belt uncomfortable.
It's best to test the belt to ensure it doesn't interfere with your PFD.
All body-mounted systems have the disadvantage of the sirain of
the tow being applied directly on the body of the paddler.

The Kokotat Pig Tail

An extremely useful tow system designed for a “quick extraction.”
It deploys quickly and easily but needs to be used with a specially

designed PFD. Only useful for short tows as the manosuvrability

of both boats in the tow is reduced when deployed. This is a great
second system. Cost is approximately 527, MSRP,

Best Features: Convenient and quick for short tows.
Drawbacks: Only suitable for quick extractions; beaner has no eye
to tie into, meaning it could slip off unintentionally.

Pig-Tail. Great for quick extractions {photo Jamie Lewis)

Northwater's Waist Belt Towline

The unique feature of this system is that the rope plays out through
aring adjacent 1o a small bag. Can be adjusted for a short or long
tow and the bag portion can also be detached and used as a throw
bag. A nice feature is the ability to quickly deploy the beaner by
releasing a snap on the belt, Two drawbacks of this system are it is
difficult to re-stuff and the rope that it comes with is too short for
some lowing scenarios. Also, if not properly cared for, the play of
the rope through the ring can become an issue. Many paddlers
with this system simply forgo using the ring. Cost is
approximately 564, MSRP.

Best Features: Compact waist mounted svstem; fast deployvment.
Drawbacks: Diflicult to re-stuff quickly; metal parts need lots of
maintenance; rope is too short,

advaniage of thix system {photo Jamie Lewis)

Northwater's Quick Release Rescue Towline / Sea Tee Tow Line
Unlike Northwater's Waist Belt Towline system these two towlines
unroll to expose a gaping mouth making re-stuffing much easier.
The length of rope can be adjusted to vary the length of the tow.
Some paddlers report difficultly deploving the rope because you
have to reach around to your back and open the bag to let the rope
play out. This can be overcome by simply shifting the belt around
to the front of the paddler. )

When ready to tow, the bag/belt can be shifted back to the rear of
the paddler. Most of the other waist-mounted systems are like this.
The Sea Tec Tow Line is a similar design but has a number of
higher end features that makes the system a little more functional
and expensive. Cost is approximately $56 USD, MSRP for the
Cuick Release Rescue Tow Line and 586, MSRP for the Sea Tec
Tow Line.

Best Features: Easiest waist mounted system to re-stuff; good
system of varying length.

Drawbacks: Bungee may provide insufficient shock absoiption
i(could easily be modified).

Kokatat's Touring Tow Tether with Float

Fifteen meters of the super strong spectra line (wrapped by
polypropylene for floatation) that spools off a plastic card carried
in a pouch that attaches o one of Kokatal's specially designed
PFDs. This system looks good. The reduced diameter of the
spectra line makes the tow system very small and compact. [is
position on the paddler’s PFD does not interfere with paddling,
even in surf and rolling, I modified this system by removing the
heavy beaner and replacing it with a marine clip. 1 also made a
loop in the other end that [ can attach to my pigtail that adds shock
absorption.
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